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SYNOPSIS

This thesis purposes to analyse the growth
of Manaos within the frame work of the
geographic and economic background of the
Amazonia, to point out its social and
ecological condition, and to interpret them in
relation to the development of the city. The
author tried to show in this thesis the multi-
fold aspects of the city through the different
of its history as a small village settled
around the fort of Sio Jose do Rio Negro, as a
decadent town in the beginning of the
eighteenth century, as a boom city in the
close of the nineteenth century. Chapter Il is
dedicated to this urban evolution of the city.
But the growth of the community and its
present—-day characteristics can not be
understood without a preliminary sketch of the
Amazon region. Hence, the first chapter is
devoted to an analysis of the natural
environment, the political and economic
forces, and the human factors which played
important roles in the conquest and 4initial
peopling of Amazonia. The third chapter is a
study of contemporary Manaos from demographic,
ecological and sociological points of views.
The fourth chapter seeks to portray Manaos in
its different moods and to describe the
various ways of life of the people. The final
chapter is concerned with trends and
prospects. On the basis of the past and the
apparent potentialities of the present, it
draws attention to the probable future
development of the cityas the key-community of
the Upper Amazon Valley.
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